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Introduction

A libeary situmed in o rescarch, learming and teaching enviromment
genemlly known ot an scademic library mndd it busically provides information and
muterials needed for seademic programmes of the parent institution. It also supports
major ohjective of the Instimtion yhich s to promote academic {leaching-learming)
und research work among wndergriduates, postgmduares, lectorers amd  odhwr
membsers of the ascademic community. The scademic library is the central polnt of 2l
weademlo activities in any instinetion. Conventional academic libraries have overtime
soted ns institationn] swore places for research and learning resources. He thot as o
may, contemporary libraries are beginning to wse nstituthonal repositonies to changs
this mile by digitizing Hbrary migerals, while maintpining ties to the exlsing
experiise and managerial infrastrocture of an institutionil library service. In fact, the
key purpase of an academic librmry 1s to nchieve excellence i teaching, research and
extersion work. In wupport of this view, [fidon (1997) stressed that the centrl foous
of any edvcntinnnl institute is ity library becouse it'is where students did stal¥ reson
Wy for peademic nourishment. Ahdulkadir (1996) as cited by Goni and Magnd (2014)
further staiesd that the scedemic libruy should organize its collections, operations and
services so a6 to prrovide fur the reading and information needs of #s dsers and
facilitate prompt service delivery. 1t is also apparent that no confemporary [nstitution
would schieve ilx poal withont a good and functionnl librery thil maximizes
Information md Commumication Technology such as the instititional repowitory, for
its dally operations especially in a pandemic efa such ue now

However, 1t B nib gainsdaying that the Cowvid-19 virus has caused a global
pandemic thai has exiremély affecied seveml fncels of human endeovor such =
religious, economic, socio-political amd most especially the edueation sector of
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countries including world power countrien. It degenerated from partial lockdown to
full lockdown in major city centers in countrics and has led to the closure of worship,
commercial, political centers and worst of all achools and institutions. Despite this
chullenge, it is imminent that the libmry 5 1]l expected and required to provide it
users with apt, cument und relevant informotion resources o meet their information
needs while they embark on clearning, 5o 10 enhance the quality of their resesrch
outpul. This can be achievable via the Institution Repository which is more o flar than
not hosted on the library's website and managed by the library, Prablokar smd
Monjule Rani, (2018) were of the opinion that, the building of an Institulional
repository by academic libraries is needful in the present e of digial world booause
of changes like, technological change, significant incrense in the overall volume ol
research. increasing need for archival and access W unpublished information. and
inereasing demand 1o secesa knowledye articled from wherover and whenever.

Concept of Institutional Repository (IR)

The Institutional repository is a contemporry concept that copiures and gives
necess o existing numerots acadenic resciech owtput hosted by their instiumons and
made available to users, Institutional repository is a vital part and o mechanisms of o
leaming. where nendemic establishments exhibit their valusble research projects.
progrmmmes and initistives o Hs vast users. The institutional sepositoriea offen
uninterrupled nccess 1o numerpus rescarch works thay reflects previous, curment,
future resesrch works es well as_goals of their institations. Diiman (200 1) sees
instititional repository. as, & sont of & daisbase of digital information resources.
secessible through Internet or Intranet. Barton and Winers (2004) further buttress that,
in the first nstance this might include clectrone varmons of documerits such as
resenrch papers, project reports, patents, theses and dissertations hut stituthonal
repositories are the digital information warehouses of modem scademic institutions.
Acconding to Mgoneo and Yonsh (2014), an institutional repositories (IR) i an
clectrimic slore :_.'IT' weh bused scholardy digital documents owned by the mstitution
These digital documents consist of all electronic publications such as thesis, jourunls,
books and conference papers {Okumu, 2015), In the same vein, Lynch [J003) seea
institutional repositories s a sel of services that o umvensty/instinution oflers to fhe
member of its community for the management and dissemination of digitul matesinls
crealed by the institution and its community members. According 1o Ware (2004) an
Instiutional repositorics is o web-based database (repositary) of schaolarly materiol
which is mstisutionally defined (as opposed w a pubyect based repository i cummbitive
and perpetual (o collection of record), apen und interoperable (e using UAL
compliant sofiware), and thus collects, stores and disdeminates (i part of ihe process
of scholarly communication). Hence, from the aforementioned definitions of varous
scholars, an instiutional reposttory can simple be put as a databamk for puiboring,
storing, preserving, and disseminating electronic copies of scholarly output of an
peademic establishment, especlally a rescarch oriented  institution.  Instititionisl
repositories contuin various outputs of an institution. Results of research works ad
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siudies, weaching nod lemming resource matenals are essenusl in the estabdishment ol
institutional repositories.

The repository could be regarded as both o libeary and & databank. . It is a
digitized collection of an institution’s acudemic properties hosted by its library that
pmvd-:: open necess 10 these vasi collection of indigenous scademic works thus,
increases the visibility of the institution by connecting with alumni of the institution
of l.h:cullmlm of rescarchers. Institutional repositories may well glio be a wol lor
supporting, imtcrnad and external pspesiment as well as sirtegic planming. it permiits
firms, public bodies and civil society organizations 1o acquire and comprehend skifls
and knowledpe that are available locally and 1o utlize them to schieve a set goal,
Sarker, Davis and Tiropanis (2010} classified Instititionu] repositories into 2 types,
namely: need 1o be shared pnd do mon need 10 be shared, The repositories that noed 10
be shared outside the institutions ane classified as need to be shared and the
repositories which do not need 1o be shared outside the instintions aee elossified ps do
nol need to be shored. This classifieation enables institutiona (o inderstand the
requirement and take decision for shoring mfoemation, The categonztion of
institutional repositories ax regared need 1o be shared Include course information,
teaching and leaming muterials, seademic stall and expertise infbnmation, research
wtall and cxpertisc information, rescarch  outpit, resewrch  project, resource
information and scereditation data need 0 be ahared outside of the mstitutions;
While, students” admission data, students” scademie records (some selective data
need 10 be made secessible), siafl focilitles, training information need not to be shared
outside. However, the cisential features of an institutionnl’ repository as vuatlined by
Crow (2002) are that, it is institutionally defined, it is scholarly in scope, and it is
eumtilative ond perpetusl and open and interoperable. From the shove definitions, [Ra
can be understood as digital srchives that collect, preserve. disserninate and provide
nccess 1o the imellectual copital of the university community, Howaever, instittions
wre responsitie for cstabl ishing and maintaining 1Rs for long-term scoessibility.

Oyjeetives of Institutional Repository (TH)

It 15 no gransaying thet Instituzional reposiiory s beneficial 1o both inanmutions
and scholars, Omeluzor (2014), stoted thit both instiutions and contributars benelit
from Institutional Repository (IR). 1n the same light, Crow (2002); Sharmu, Melchivo
and Saha, (2008), all had a common opinion ond unorguable benefit of institutiony)
repasitory which are thus: mstitotional repository serves as tangible indicators of an
stilution's quality by incressing ity visihility, prestige, and public value, [nonmses
the ranking of an institution both t local and international level; enhances leaming.
onling teaching and research especially i higher institution of leaming; and presents
an institution”s intellectual cupital to scholurs, In fact, some literstures have it that,
institutional repository has improved intelleciunl  communication by encoumging
innovation even wilhin disaggreguted publishing structure. and It provides Immediae
and valuable supplement to amy deficient scholarly publishing model, while
slimulating mnovation  thal enhances resolree shanng and provides  long-tetm
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solution. In the same vein, Dhanavandan and Tamizhchelvan (2013), further
buttressed  that, contributors also benefit from Institutional Repositary (IR), s they
access urticles without hindrance and charges. open sccess to researchers, incrensed
h:lpul of researchers’ work, easy accessibility 10 research work and creation of
further rescarch approaches, self-archiving and increased ciition (o pubiissed
scholorly work among others, This means that apart from o the  institutions,
academicinns, researchers and other contributors 1o the institutional repository derive

s Yin of remuneeations or benelits. T, the succoss of TR could be pnbuted 1o

combine effors of different sinkcholders. Though, Pickion and Horwick (2006},

grouped these benefits into the llowing categories'

a IR increases visibility and prestige. A high profile IR moy be tsed 1o support
marketing aciivities 1o attrmet high quality stafl, students and funding.

b, IR helps in cemmbzation and stormge of all types of institutional eutpul, iseluding
unpublishod litermiure.

e IR suppons leaming and teaching. Links may be made with virtual lesching
emvimnment and lhrary catalogues.

d IR pesists in stondaedization of institutional records. The compilation ol an
Instinationn] profile and individual online dossiers can be linked to full toxi ol
atthcles.

e [ enubles users 1o keep tack of and analyze research perfirmance.

L IR breaks down publisher's costs ond permissions baerier, allevinnon ol
publication requirement, thus institutional repositonies promole communication,

Iy the same vein, Dhinan (2011) also opined that, there are various objoctives
of institutional repositories which are thus o create global visibility Tor an
mstitution's seholarship, to callect content in @ smgle location, to provide open ieoess
10 institutiotal research owlput by self-archiving it, and - 1o store and vie uther
institutional digital mssets, including unpublished or otwrwise groy liesuure, like
theses or technical reports etc,

Meanwhile, Scholastica & Dike (2017), observed that scholars atlitude
towards contents stbmission to the huilding of inatitutionsl repository ouy either be
positive or pegative depending on the approach adopted by university mnagement, A
pesitive attitude depends 1o 8 gremt extent on the understanding ind acceptance of
schiolams. Davie, Bagoezi and Warshaw ([1998), found that mtitude of o user lowards o
systemn is @ major determmnant of whethier the person will sctunlly use or reject the
system. Besides, users' attinde 1o o greal extent be influenced by how the weer
pereeives the svatem’s usefulness and user-frienidfiness. Silas (2011); found then the
positive influence of IR meluded expanding circiilation of scientific work, creates
elotal visibility for an instliution's scholarly research and sccelemtes dissemination
af resenrch information. It alve muximizes research, offers huge nocess 1o scholurly
cottmmumiestion, wceess to archival Tirture, allows digital copies 1o be posted n
subject institntional repositories, eliminmtes financial or permission barmers, enhunees
the speed with which articles are cited, provides unlimited space for tables. and
allows for figures and video footage and collnboration with researchers around the
worrhid.
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Institational Repository (IR), eLearning and Research Output

Academic institutions st the tertiary level are the focal points of scholarly and
applied research in Nigeria. As regards university-based scholarly reseasch, it started
in our educational scene in 1948 with the establishment of the University of Nigena,
the first indigenous university in Nigerin. Novertheless, as at today, tho number of
Federal, State and Private Universities in the country has grown to over 150,

Tertlary tnstitution Is also considiered aa 2 socidl Institution and is expecied to
operale in plliance with the needs of the community wuch as development of
individuals 1o enable creativity mnd thoughtfulness with extmordinary scademic
ability. Acconding 1o Zare, Sarikhani, Sarikhani, and Bahazsdeh, (2013), achieving
this objective will require the traditional tonching methods (lectures, i) which has
little or no effect, w be supplemenied with the tmplementation of e-leaming in
teaching-leaming process, E- ng is becoming un influential force in higher
education today, which has some kind of presence on slmost every campus and in an
ever incrensing number of college nd university courses, 11 is becoming an effective
method of learning i digital enviromment. A very simple definition of this is given by
Hoppe and Breitner (2003), where they define c-learning us a leamning which is
supported ani/or made possible by the use of modem [CT and computers. To Carfiner
(2004), e-learming & the oducationil material that is presented on & computer
According 1o Ong, Lai and Wang (20043, it is the instructional content or leaming
experlence deliversd or enahled by electronic technologies. Khan (2005) defined o
learning as the online instruction and an imnovative approsch for delivenng
instruetion to & remote audience using the web us the medium, Laurillard (2006) His
defined o-Jeaming ax the use of any of the new technologies or application in the
service of lesming or leamer support. While 1o Newman (200E), it is the usage of
mudetn ICT to deliver learning #nd tmining programy, Whatever the definition muy
be but the key elements in eleaming are fecturer, conteiit, students, place, time und
interctivity, Hence, n eleaming process comprises conceptual and physical
comrponents and procedures thit should be both standardized in terms of procedises
uid technologies. Therefore, if developed properly, online clusses may increase
efficiency and course productivity.

Keshavarz, Rohimi, and Esmuili (2013) concluded that e-learning hos o
positive Impoct on seademic schievements of students, Zarie-Zavaraki and Rernei
(2011) in their study at the o-leaming center in Khaje Nasir Toosi University
comeludes found thit the use of e-portfolio significamly improved studenis’ uttinude,
metivation and acedémic schigvement, Mahmood, Mahmood, snd Malik (2012]
discovered that teaching-learning process improves studems Jearning anid creativity
Zare, Sarikhani, Sarikhani, and Babazadeh, (2015), also found that leaming and
reenllection of dudents who were educated o multimedis methods, is more than
learning end recollection of students who were educated in the traditional methods
The use of clectonic technologies has led 1o the development of cducational
opportunities ond helps students develop their skills According o studies, the
evidence shows that e-learning can have a profound and positive impect on learners’
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mvolvement, positive pititudes: of teachers, personalzed leaming, snd leamers’
creativity (Magnoson, T, Dall, A, and Chilund, AT, 2010), Negash and Wilcox
(2H8), quoted in Zare, Sarikhani, Salori, and Mansouri (2016) sugpested thut {here
are wix different types of e-lenming. as thus;

kL E-learning with Fhysical Presence and withowt E-eommunication (face-to-
{hee)

L. Eelearning withour Presence and withow E-commumcation (self-learmmg)

lil.  E-leaming without Presence and with E-communication (asynchronous)

lv.  E-learning with wvinual Presence and  with  E-comsnunication

(svrchroniou)

V. E-lemming  with occasional Presence ond with  E-communicatzon
{ bended/hybrid-asynchronous)

iv E<learning with Presence and with E-communication (blended/tybeid
synchronos)

Heview of sudies conducted in the fickl of e-lcaming application mnd s
impact on lesming and creativity suggests thal the use of this teaching method in 1he
teaching-learning process can lesd o the effectivencss of tmining. Emergence of new
iheories of tenching and leamning hus made the education to shift from belng teacher-
onented 0 boing student-onented. Moreover, development and evolution of new
communication deviees has enabled modem man 10 use modern methody of teuching
and learning snd get free from time and space barriers and keep on leaming in any
time and place according 1w his needs and demands (Hosseini, Seyed-Saced, Nusrany,
Esmailpour, and Ashoori, 2013), In essence, the acquisition; stomge/preservation mnd
dissemination of apt, relevant and current information resources o tsers Al this perind
ol lockdown via the intuitional repository with proper scoeusibility (inlermet
connectivity) 1o these resoupcos wall inevitably [ead to opumal utilizanon of ihesc
resources, and will inotem give increase In prodectivity  (improved  seademic
performance and guality research).

Challenges of Institutional Repository (IR}

The metamorphiosing of traditbonal print publication W Jigital sources has
provided Nigeria educationil institutions especinlly resonrch based institutions with
apl opporurity 10 showease their literstiure and research works 1o the outside world
thus giving them wider visibility, Literndire mdicates Europe, Amenca and Australia
buve o ligher adoption mte of institutional repositories compared w ollier continen|s
across the globe (Abrizah 2010; Okumie, 2015: Cullen and Chawner 2010). Contrisry
o the developed and Asian countnies, African couninies have recorded o low adopoon
rate of institutional sepositories (Ezema, 2003, Kotheweris, 2006, Fasne, Lamyoh,
Esew, Alanvo, & Holmner, 2017} However, it may be surpnsing o observe thut
some pendemic and research institntion in Nigerin are yet to take sdvaninge of the
benefits provided by institotional wpositones due (o some plain reasons, Existing
literstures jdentified some of the issues responaible for the sluggish scceptance of
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institutional repository in the country, such as lack of knowledge of awareness of

open sccess (nstitutional repository, poor state of information and communication

technology, inadequate advocacy for institutional repositonies, poor or inadegquate
funding. copyright and intelleciual property rights. Anenene, Alegbeleye & Oyewole

(2017) similsely supported that, other critical adoption factors in Africa and most

developing countries include ignorance of the benefits of institutionsl Teposiones,

awnreness, understanding of sclf-archiving services and ignomnce of publishers’

policy. In the same vein, Pickton & Barwick (2006), stated the implications il

potentinl burriers 1o the suceesaful establishment of an institutional reposiiory as thus:

- Diificulties in Generating Content: A suecessful IR depends on the willingness
of authors to deposit their works voluntarily and there may be local barriers and
hindrances to overcome them. There are acknowledged difficulties in gencrating
content, capecinlly at the beginning. Unless the walue of an IR can be
demonstrated quickly, the organizations long-term commitment (o the project
may began 10 wane. The best way to prove the enduring value of (he IR and to
ensure {ts long- torm survival is to quickly populae it {Gibbona, 2004).

- Right to Management lssues: Sometimes researchers are apprebensive abour in
infringing publishers copyright and lack adequate awmreness abpuf thetr own
imtelleciual property rights, They may be uncertain about making their work
svallable enline befbre it is published by & traditional publisher.

Warkinyg Culture |ssues: Contributing content (o user- genermed or *self-sorvice”
siles is time conswming and time is something which academics often lack. They
may be willing to contritmte content but reluctant 1o do it themselves. This calls
for mediuted deposits service for them.

Policy Issues: Expericnces suggest that an TR will only function o its capacity
when n mandate is in place to populate it bul clearly researchers can et
negatively to any suggestion of compulsion. Lynch (2003) hos cantioned that un
IR should not become a ol for enforcing adminisirative controd over academic
work.

Lack of Incentives: In the absence of any Inventive ncademics feel reluctant 1o
provide even bibliographic details of their scholasly output especially when they
krow that incentives are ovailable in other institutions. =

- Cost: Initial fnancial cost for mn open sowrce software adopied by most
institutions for creating: IRs is not high but the recurment costs, especially stall
costs (Le time spent drafling policies , developing guidelines, publicizing |
truining, supporting uiers and creating metadatn, specialins IT consultancy) may
e sigmifjcant

Conclusion and Recommendations

Bo far, this work has highlightod some of the issues that affect the
development of institutional repository in our conternporry acadamic instifutions W
include. lack of awareness of the open access publishing in academic and rescarch
institutions In developing countries, inadequate information and communication
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infrastructure. lnck of proper funding, copyright and intcllectual property rghts In
the light of these ohservations, the following recommendations are proflered:

With regards to the issue of swareness and advocacy, it is highly
recommiended that organizing series of conferences and capscity building workshops
to educate and train stukebolders in ncademic and research institutions in Miperia will
ko & long way in curbing the rate of ignornee amongst stakeholders on the existence
and bencfits of open sccess publishing which is embedded in institutional repasitory.
Inn this way their knowledge of imtitutional repository will be enriched mnd they will
be in & betier pasition 1o advocale for change in policies within their institution smd al
nutional level that will promote cxchange of robust information resources via
institutional repository. This will crente # conducive environment that will nurture the
development and growth of institutional repository in Nigeria

The two majer issues m ICT relates to Internet bendwidth and electricity
supply to power the ICT infrastructure. With regards o the first, the shor jerm
solution will be 1w support initiatives such as the Bundwidih Consortium (BWCY)
aimed at subsidizing the cost of internet bundwidth in scademic and research
nstitwtions in Nigerio such as Nigoria Resewrch and Education Network (NgREN)
spear hesded by Nigerin Unlversities Commissions (NUC) basically for Nigeris
Universities (both public and private), and also foreign organizations lke the West
anid Central Africa Research and Education Netwark (WACREN), Besides, Christian
(2008) suggested that, the long<erm solution in this area should ke the fbem of
nereased backing for intermational optic fibre infrastructure as well a8 an open sccess
policy to the project so as 1o provide equal sccess 1o all bandwidih providers. To deal
with the issue of electricity supply to power ICT infrastruciure, there is need (o fund
research into development and implementation of efficient power generating
alternatives to power ICT facilities wsed in the deployment of institutional
reposilories.

It was ulso observed that the development of instititional repository in Nigerin
2 well as most deseloping countrics is o capital Intensive project, This tssue i
wotsened by the diminution of budgetary allocation from government o proprietans
0 the educational sector. There s need for increased funding from international
danor agencies 1 belp ascademic and research inatitutions in Nigeria 10 uplift the state
ef their ICT infmstructure. Other altemative sources of funding that could be
rescarched into includes corpornte entities like telecommunication companics
operating in the country,

Asi regards copyright issues, it ts highly recommended that suihom within tie
tegion should be educated on their rights in relation to their intellectual output, This is
very important as these outhors continue to sign away their legal rights without
knowledge of the legal implication of the act. IF this problem is nol tnckled st the
mament, their institutions will encounter another difficult problem in filling their
reponitories should they succeed in developing one sometime in the future
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